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1 . This communication is responsive to applicant's preliminary amendments of 9/3/04. The 
amendments have been entered. Claims 1 8-34 are now pending. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 18-19 and 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Traa 
(US Patent No: 6,222,660 Bl). 

Regarding claims 1 8 and 25, Traa teaches a method of controlling a bias voltage of an 
avalanche photodiode (col. 1, lines 1-10) in an optical communications system (col. 2, lines 55- 
60 and fig. 1) including forward error correction (col. 2, lines 55-63), the method comprising the 
steps of: a) measuring an error rate (32, fig. 1) in an electrical signal converted from an optical 
signal by the avalanche photodiode (APD, fig. 1) over a plurality of sample periods (col. 2, lines 
59-64, col. 4, lines 3-7); and adjusting (18, fig. 1) the bias voltage (Vapd, fig- 1 and col. 2, lines 
40-54, 56-67) applied to the avalanche photodiode (APD, fig. 1) to minimize the error rate in the 
electrical signal by determining whether the error rate is increasing or decreasing with time (col. 
3, lines 1-21 and fig. 2). As to claim 25, Traa discloses an error rate measurer (32, fig. 1), an 
adjustment circuit (18, fig. 1), and a decision logic (the decision logic of the bit error rate counter 
32). 

Regarding claims 19 and 26, Traa discloses determining the bias voltage by a value of a 
counter which is incremented or decremented every sample period and changing a count 
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direction of the counter if the error rate is increasing with time (col. 3, lines 8-20, note that it is 
well known that a BER counter, such as BER counter 32 can increment or decremented a count 
value in different sample periods and can change the count direction of the counter if the error 
rate is increasing with time). 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Traa (US 
Patent No: 6,222,660 Bl) in view of Reed, Jr. (US Patent No: 6,421,077 Bl). 

Regarding claim 27, Traa differs from the claimed invention in that Traa does not 
specifically disclose the means for changing the count direction is a toggle. However, it is well 
known that a BER counter such as the one of Traa counts the number of toggles. For example, 
Reed discloses a counter (130, 136, fig. 1) that counts the number of toggles (errors, col. 4, lines 
20-30), As it is taught by Reed and as it is well known, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention that an error rate counter such the one of Traa 
can toggle to effectively detect the bit error rate from the transmitted digital data signal. 

Regarding claim 28, Traa further discloses a digital to analog converter (DAC, fig. 1) for 
converting the counter value (col. 2, lines 30-35) to an analog APD bias voltage (Vapd> fig- 1). 
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6. Claim 29-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Traa (US 
Patent No: 6,222,660 Bl) in view of Reed, Jr. (US Patent No: 6,421,077 Bl) and in further view 
of Tanaka Masataka (Japanese Patent No: 2-230834). 

Regarding claim 29, the modified error rate detection system of Traa and Reed differ 
from the claimed invention in that Traa and Reed do not disclose the adjustment circuit 
comprises an error pulse counter for counting error pulses over a predetermined interval and a 
store for holding error counts for a plurality of earlier intervals. Tanaka Masataka discloses an 
error pulse counter (1 1 , fig. 1 ) for counting error pulses over a predetermined interval (see 
abstract) and a store (13, fig. 1) for holding error counts for a plurality of intervals (see abstract). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to incorporate an error pulse counter and storing circuitries such as the ones of Tanaka 
Masataka for the BER counter of Traa to detect and store different error signals of the 
transmitted data over predetermined time periods. 

Regarding claim 30, Tanaka Masataka further discloses a decision logic (BER 12, fig. 1) 
that operates on the error counts held in the store (see abstract). 

Regarding claims 31-33, as to varying the interval over which error pulses are counted, or 
varying the interval in dependence on the error rate, or varying the interval between a plurality of 
different interval lengths, it is well known that bit error rate counters, such as the ones of Traa or 
Tanaka Masataka each can detect and count the error signals at different timing intervals or at 
varying intervals to further calculate an efficient and accurate BER output signal that can be 
further used for signal processing, measurement, and/or control. 
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7. Claims 20-24 and 34 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to M. R. Sedighian whose telephone number is (571) 272-3034. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9 to 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Chan can be reached on (571) 272-3022. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications . 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

M. R. SEDIGHIAN 
PRIMARY EXAMINE 



